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THE LURE OF THE LAND OF LAKES

The Bob Speltz Land O Lakes Chapter warmly welcomes you to Minnesota for the 
2015 ACBS International Meeting and Boat Show: Woods and Water. We’ll celebrate 
the 40th anniversary of ACBS, the 40th annual ACBS gathering, and the 40th annual 
BSLOL Rendezvous Boat Show. We’re looking forward to sharing unforgettable boating 
experiences in a stunning setting. 

Our home will be the legendary Brainerd Lakes area amongst the breathtaking woods 
and water of northern Minnesota. Our venue for the show and so many events is the Bar 
Harbor Supper Club. Originally built over the water in 1937, it was famous (or should 
we say notorious) for illicit gambling and liquor sales. The “new” Bar Harbor features 
stunning dining rooms, beautiful new docks and meeting places and is renowned for its 
fine cuisine. 

Our host resort will be Madden’s on Gull Lake, recently ranked number 53 of the top 100 
Hotels and Resorts in the world by Conde Nast Traveler’s Magazine. Like Bar Harbor’s, 
Madden’s history as a vacation destination reaches back to the Great Depression, when it 
was a haven for flappers and gangsters.

Two additional venues for the week’s events deserve special mention. The fascinating 
Minnesota Lakes Maritime Museum in Alexandria, an easy motor coach excursion, 
celebrates the lake traditions, boats and legacies of Minnesota and is committed to their 
preservation for future generations. On Friday evening, the Scholarship Auction will be 
hosted by Lee and Penny Anderson, at their private boat museum, among their collection 

of 40 of some of the finest boats ever built. It is a boathouse you will never forget.



But there’s more than boats and water in the Brainerd Lakes Area. The area is known as 
a golfers’ paradise, with more than 450 holes of golf set in dozens of distinctive Brainerd 
golf courses within close proximity to our events. Robert Trent Jones Jr., Arnold Palmer, 
Joel Goldstrand and Pete Dye are among the famous names who’ve had a hand in designing 
these outstanding courses, nationally recognized by Golf Digest, Golfweek and Golf 
Magazine. Check the line on the pre-event registration form, and we’ll get you more 
information on golf opportunities.

For those who wish to begin their adventure early, we cordially invite you to participate 
in the 40th Annual BSLOL Rendezvous on Lake Minnetonka, outside Minneapolis. 
Minnetonka boasts over 14,000 acres of surface area, with 125 miles of shoreline, as well 
as a long history of fine boat building. On Friday, September 18, we’ll cruise the lake. On 
Saturday, September 19, the show takes place at Lord Fletcher’s, an iconic restaurant on 
the lake. 



Friday, September 18
Although the pre-events don’t officially begin until Sunday, September 20, BSLOL will be holding their 40th Annual 
Rendezvous on Lake Minnetonka, September 18 and 19. And we cordially invite ACBS members to begin celebrating 
early. BSLOL will host a Lake Minnetonka cruise on Friday, September 18, 2015. We’ll depart at 9:00 AM from 
Lord Fletcher’s, the site of the 40th Annual BSLOL Rendezvous. We’ll pause for lunch at Al & Alma’s, an iconic Lake 
Minnetonka establishment. After enjoying the boating and sites on Lake Minnetonka, we’ll return to Lord Fletcher’s, 
where overnight security will be provided, and BSLOL will host a Captain’s Dinner for all participants.

Saturday, September 19
The 40th BSLOL Rendezvous takes place at Lord Fletcher’s on Lake Minnetonka. Lord Fletcher’s will 
provide a continental breakfast, and will be open for lunch on your own. The Boat Show runs from 9:00 am to 
4:00 pm, with awards presented at 3:00. After the show, BSLOL volunteers will be present to assist in loading your 
boat back on the trailer for your trip to Brainerd on Sunday.

Sunday, September 20
We’ll travel to the Brainerd Lakes area, arriving at our host resort, Madden’s. BSLOL volunteers will welcome you to 
Madden’s, assist in directing you to convenient parking, and to the registration area. We’ll have a welcome dinner at 
nearby, beautiful Bar Harbor Supper Club, beginning at 6:00, which is also the location for the boat show later 
in the week.

Monday, September 21
We’ll be boating on the Whitefish chain of lakes, a short drive north of our host resort, Madden’s. With 13,660 acres 
of surface area and 119 miles of shoreline, the Whitefish Chain is the largest chain of lakes in the Brainerd area, 
comprised of 14 natural lakes. We’ll depart Madden’s at 9:00 am and drive to the launch at C&C Boatworks, a very 
short boat ride from our hosts at Moonlite Bay restaurant, where we’ll convene for coffee before departing on our 
locally guided tour of the chain. We’ll return to Moonlite Bay for lunch, and then explore a different route in the 
afternoon. We’ll then load up and return to Madden’s by 4:00, and Monday night will be an open night for dinner on 
your own.



Tuesday, September 22
We’ll depart Madden’s at 10:00 am for the short drive to one of the two landings on scenic Lake Alexander, where 
BSLOL volunteers will be ready to assist in launching your boat and parking your trailer. Lake Alexander is a 
scenic clear-water lake where a significant portion of the shoreline is owned by the Nature Conservancy, remaining 
undeveloped. It should provide a dazzling display of fall colors. We’ll boat Lake Alexander, with lunch at “The 
Landings”. We’ll return to Gull Lake and Bar Harbor Supper Club later in the afternoon. On Tuesday evening, we’ll 
visit the historic, chef-driven Lost Lake Lodge for a sumptuous Minnesota-style Walleye Dinner. (Limit first 100 
registrants).

Wednesday, September 23
We’ll boat the Gull Lake chain, consisting of 8 connected lakes, with 13,000 acres of surface area. leaving at 9:00 
am from, and returning to, Bar Harbor Supper Club. Again, we’ll be guided by knowledgeable local guides, and 
we’ll enjoy a special lunch at Grandview Lodge, returning to Bar Harbor Supper Club (the Boat Show site) in the 
afternoon, where the ACBS events begin.

for more information, visit our web site: www.woodsandwater2015.org

BSLOL has been working closely with the Minnesota DNR to ensure we follow applicable rules, regulations, and 
guidelines with regard to aquatic invasive species like Eurasian Milfoil and Zebra Mussels, both of which infest some 
of the waters on which we’ll be boating. Many of the volunteers who’ll be assisting in launching and retrieving boats 
will be certified by the Minnesota DNR as inspectors to make the process quick and easy for all our guests. You can 

help by following these guidelines:
	 •	CLEAN	watercraft,	trailer,	motor,	and	equipment.	
	 •	REMOVE	visible	aquatic	plants,	mussels,	other	animals,	and	mud	before	leaving	any	water	access.
	 •	DRAIN	water	from	boat,	bilge,	motor	and	live	well	by	removing	drain	plug	and	opening	all	water		 	
 draining devices away from the boat ramp. Regulations require this when leaving accesses in many states  
 and provinces.



THE MAIN EVENTS

Tuesday, September 22
Many of you will make the road trip to Gull Lake on Tuesday in anticipation of boat launching on Wednesday. There’s 
ample parking at Madden’s, our host resort, or you may make your way directly to the launch ramp adjacent to Bar 
Harbor Supper Club, where your boat can be launched and moved into position at the docks. Trailer parking is 
nearby, with BSLOL Chapter volunteers present to assist with launching and trailer parking.

Wednesday, September 23
Wednesday marks the transition from the BSLOL pre-event activities to the first day of registration.  Registration, 
begins at 8:00 am in the Northstar room at Madden’s, with our Ship’s Store also open for business.

At 6:00 pm, BSLOL is hosting the Welcome Aboard Reception at Bar Harbor Supper Club, with a cash bar, where 
you will enjoy a fine dinner overlooking the Boat Show site. It marks the beginning of the events on Gull Lake with 
an opportunity to renew old friendships, meet new friends and enjoy the camaraderie for which ACBS is famous. 
Transportation to and from Madden’s is provided that evening.

Thursday, September 24
After a 7:00 am Breakfast Buffet in the main dining room at Madden’s, Vice President John Howard will lead the 
Chapter Roundtable discussions beginning at 8:00 am. Watch for the summer issue of the Rudder for the discussion 
topics.  This meeting is always informative and engaging.  If you have a topic, questions, or an item for discussion 
please let headquarters know as these are always welcomed.  The Annual General Meeting of ACBS begins at 10:00 
am; here you have the opportunity to learn about all the issues, programs, projects and plans your Board of Directors 
are managing and planning.  After a break for a luncheon buffet at 12:00 noon in the Wilson Bay Dining Room, the 
meeting will resume at 1:00 pm, concluding no later than 4:00 pm.

If you are not drawn to the Annual General Meeting, we have scheduled an excursion to the Minnesota Lakes Maritime 
Museum in Alexandria, MN, departing by motor coach from Madden’s at 9:00 am. You’ll have an opportunity to 
tour the museum and gardens, hear special presentations on Gar Wood by Tony Mollica, the history of fiberglass boats 
by Lee Wangstad, and The Bob Speltz Story. Motor Coach transportation is provided, with lunch being served at the 
museum.

Join us in the evening for the “Taste of Italy” dinner and entertainment with Emmy award winning magician/comedian 
David Harris, at the Governors Ballroom in the Town Hall Conference Center at Madden’s.

The fun begins at 5:30 pm with cocktails and entertainment. Dinner starts at 6 pm with the full show beginning at 7. 



Friday, September 25
With all the boats in place, the Boat Show begins at Bar Harbor at 8:00 am, with all the judges on hand and ready to 
begin their inspections.  Again this year, we will conduct seminars and demonstrations nearby. Ship’s Store is also 
open for business.  Bar Harbor is open for those who would enjoy lunch as well.  The Boat Show site will also have 
area vendors selling their wares and a PA system announcer keeping everyone apprized of all the happenings.  There’s 
no charge for public admission to the Boat Show, we can expect quite a crowd!

Friday night brings a special treat; this year’s Scholarship Auction, hosted by Lee and Penny Anderson, at their 
beautiful home and private boat museum on the Gull Lake chain. Look forward to a “Taste of the Brainerd Lakes” 
with several noted area restaurants each showcasing a signature dish. The auction is designed to benefit the ACBS 
Scholarship Fund which awards boat building school scholarships directly to deserving students. A past beneficiary 
of the Scholarship Fund will speak to the impact of the financial aid he/she has realized from ACBS. Auction item 
contributions from ACBS members and energetic bidding is essential in creating a successful auction night.  

Saturday, September 26
This will be the second and last day of the Boat Show, and the public will again be invited to the show. Seminars 
and demonstrations are held nearby, Ship’s Store open for business, and Bar Harbor Supper Club is again open for 
lunch. Area vendors selling their wares and PA system announcer keeping everyone apprized as to what is happening 
will again occur. We’re encouraging attendees who are staying Saturday night to leave their boats in the water at Bar 
Harbor Supper Club, so we can expedite the hauling out for those who are leaving Saturday afternoon or early Sunday 
morning.    

The last event of the week is our ACBS Annual Banquet and Awards Ceremony at the Governors Ballroom in 
the Town Hall Conference Center at Madden’s. While enjoying a cash bar beginning at 6:00 pm, the Boat Show 
trophy presentation, will take place.  At 7:00 pm, dinner is served, and following dinner, the ACBS Annual Awards 
Ceremony, the perfect way to conclude a memorable week.



Please join us in the Brainerd Lakes area September 20th through September 23rd 2015 for boating fun on Minnesota Lakes with your boat loving friends in 
advance of the ACBS Annual Meeting and Boat Show.

Captain________________________________________ First Mate_________________________________________________________________

Address______________________________ City _________________________ State/Prov______________Zip_________Phone_______________ 

Email ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Additional Guest names included in this registration: ______________________________________________________________________________

For information on attending the 40th BSLOL Rendezvous, Lake Minnetonka, September 18 & 19, visit  www.acbs-bslol.com

I’m interested in golfing in the Brainerd Lakes area, contact me with more information (circle one) Yes/No

I/We plan to bring a boat (circle one) Yes/No  Yes, I/we can host __________ additional guests in our boat. 
If No, would you like us to find you a ride for each event registered? Yes/No

Participating boat owners please fill in your boat information, sign and return the insurance declaration on the ACBS form. Registrations are due August 1, 
2015 and no refunds will be issued after August 1, 2015.  A late registration fee be will charged after August 1st.

Pre-Event Registration       # Attending _______ X $50.00 __________  
$75.00 After 8/1      # Attending _______ X $75.00  __________  
Pre-Event Schedule
Sunday, September 20, 2015 – Welcome Reception Dinner
6PM-10PM – Bar Harbor on Gull Lake    # Attending _______ X $45.00 __________  
Monday, September 21, 2015 – Whitefish Chain Cruise 
9AM-4PM – Lunch at Moonlite Bay, Cross Lake   # Attending _______ X $22.00 __________  
Tuesday, September 22, 2015 – Lake Alexander Cruise
10AM-3PM – Lunch at The Landings, Cushing    # Attending _______ X $22.00 __________ 
Tuesday, September 22, 2015 – Minnesota Walleye Dinner  
6PM-10PM – Lost Lake Lodge on Gull Lake    # Attending _______ X $45.00 __________ 
Wednesday, September 23, 2015 – Gull Lake Cruise
9AM-4PM – Lunch at Grandview Lodge on Gull Lake   # Attending _______ X $30.00 __________  

Make Checks Payable in US funds to BSLOL   Amount Enclosed _________

Paying by Visa ___  Master Card ___   Card No. _____________________________________ Exp Date ___________________ CVV_____________

Name Printed on Card _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Signature of card holder ____________________________________________________________________________________________________

	 •	 Your	registration	will	be	confirmed	via	Email	when	it	has	been	received.
	 •	 All	events	are	booked	on	a	first	come	first	served	basis,	some	activities	have	limited	capacity.
	 •	 Registration	cutoff	is	August	1st	2015.
	 •	 No	refunds	after	August	1st	2015	unless	an	event	is	cancelled.
	 •	 Have	a	question?	Please	see	our	website	for	more	details	www.woodsandwater2015.org.
	 •	 Cruising	activities	are	weather	dependent,	alternatives	may	be	provided	in	the	event	of	inclement	weather.
	 •	 Beat	the	8/1	deadline	to	ensure	you	boat	is	included	in	the	Event	Program.	
	 •	 Please	tell	us	if	you	have	any	special	needs	(IE:	mobility	or	diet).

Please include completed Pre-event Registration Form, Boat Information and Insurance Certification Statement (if bringing a boat) with payment to:
2015 Pre-Events

PO Box 11
Spring Park, MN 55384







ACBS JUDGING STATEMENT

Judging, using the ACBS Two-Track Judging System, is the vehicle used to evaluate boats and reward the owners who pursue the 
ACBS goals of originality and authenticity in vintage watercraft.  Accordingly, vintage boat and motor owners are encouraged to bring 
their craft to Minnesota in September 2015, and have them judged in ACBS’s Annual Boat Show.

Requirements for Boat Show entries to be judged:
Registration	for	the	Annual	Meeting	is	required	(see	Annual	Meeting	registration	form).

Completed	registration	forms	must	have	been	received	at	ACBS	Headquarters	with	payment	not	later	than	August	First.

Small craft and unmounted inboard and outboard motors will be judged on land in their assigned spaces.  

Motorized boats must be registered as In-The-Water Exhibits.

Motorized boats must arrive at the docks of the Bar Harbor Club (BH) under their own power not later than 8:00 AM on Friday, 
Sept. 25th, and remain in place during Boat Show hours on Friday and Saturday.

Exceptions:
The Chief Judge confirms that a properly registered boat cannot reach the BH docks under its own power because of a problem that 
occurred during its use in the week’s official pre-event activities.

The boat is a direct-drive raceboat or a sailboat which cannot be safely maneuvered to its docking space under its own power.

The boat is a raceboat designed to take on water (in sponsons) when not underway.

If docking space becomes over-subscribed, motorized boats will be judged on their trailers.  

Registrations received after September 1st will be welcomed on a space-available basis but will be eligible for judging solely at the 
discretion of the Chief Judge. 

Over 100 docking spaces will be available at the Boat Show venue and boats to be judged will have priority assignments to these 
spaces.  However, docking space cannot be guaranteed.  Docking space will be assigned to boats being judged in the order in which 
their	paid	registrations	are	received	at	ACBS	Headquarters	prior	to	the	cut-off	date	of	August	1st.		

Restored vs. Preserved:
As noted above, boats will be judged according to the ACBS Two-Track Judging System.  The boat owner or registrant must 
declare whether the boat (other than a contemporary boat) is preserved or restored.  Preserved boats must have at least 60% 
of their original wood in the deck and topsides.  And, any restoration must follow the same construction method used by the 
original builder.  Specifically, the use of plywood where it was not originally used causes a boat to be classified as restored.  
The judges, using information supplied by the owner and their own judgment, will ultimately confirm whether a boat should 
be judged in the Restored or Preserved category.

Entry Classes
When completing the Boat Show registration(s), please select from the following Entry Classes:

Canoe Launch Utility Outboard Boat & Motor w/ Steering
Rowing Craft Runabout Sailing Craft Outboard Boat & Motor w/o Steering
Outboard Raceboat  Inboard Raceboat Cruiser Unmounted Inboard & Outboard Motors

In consideration of the spectators, exhibits are expected to remain in place during  
Boat Show hours on Friday and Saturday.



thanks to our sponsors

PLATINUM  $ 10,000

GOLD  $ 5,000

SILVER  $ 2,500

BRONZE  $ 1,000

MINNESOTA GOLD 
Battis Boatworks Restoration, inc.  -  Express Composites, fiberglass supplies  -  Great Northern 

Boatworks Hennen Engine Rebuilders  -  kocian instruments  -  Midwest Boat Appeal & Marine Plywood

Nelson Boatworks  -  Shipwreck Boat repair fiberglass restoration  -  Wood Boat Shop Restoration


